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IN THE ABSTRACT : 

Please amend the abstract as follows: 

Tho pres e nt i nvontion providos a Amethod of monitoring calibration of a 
spectrophotometric apparatus that compris e s includes one or more than one calibration 
algorithm algor i thms for one or more than one analvte ana l vtos. . involves This mothod 
comprises measuring absorbance of a quality control material with the apparatus to 
obtain a measurement, calculating one or more than one value from the measurement 
using the one or more than one calibration algorithm, and comparing the one or more 
than one value with an assigned value given to the gualitv control material for each of 
the one or more than one analvte. whoro tho The gualitv control material exhibits an 
absorbance spectrum s pectra characterized as having a negative slope for a continuous 
spectral segment from about 5 nm to about 200 nm in length, and wh e r e the spectral 
segment includes a principal calibration wavelength for the one or more than one 
analvte analyt e s . Tho method thon i nvo l ves calculat i ng ono or moro conc o ntration 
valuos from tho moasuromont using tho ono or moro calibration a l gor i thms, fol l owod by 
comparing tho ono or moro concontration va l ues with an ass i gnod valuo g i von to th e 
qua l ity control matorial for oach of tho ono or moro ana l ytos, and dotorm i n i ng i f ther e is 
a vio l at i on of a pro ostab li shod quality control rule. I n this way one or moro calibration 
a l gorithms of tho apparatus may bo mon i tored. A reagentless method for determining 
the concentration of one or more than one analvte analvtos in a sample in a 
spectrophotometric apparatus compr i sing having at least one primary calibration 
algorithm is also disclosed. Tho present invont i on a l so Also provided is prov i dos to a 

-3- 

TECH/405903.1 



Amendment Under C.F.R. §1.111 
Application No.: 1 0/721 ,253 



Attorney Docket No.: 026806.00011 



method for selecting one or more than one substance cubstancos as a quality control 
material for monitoring at loast on e one or more than one primary calibration algorithm 
on a spectrophotometric apparatus. Tho present invontion inc l ud e s Also described is a 
quality control material for m i mick i ng monitoring the calibration algorithms for t wo or 
more than two analvtes compr i sing, including one or more than one substance 
cubstancos having a combined absorption spectrum exhibiting a negative slope for a 
continuous spectral segment from about 5 nm to 200 nm in length, in a portion of an 
absorption spectrum , inc l uding on e or mor e pr i ncipa l ca l ibrat i on wav e l e ngths, for th e 
two or mor e ana l vt e s . 
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